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September 2011 From Jan Billiter

Where Do | Look

Q: I always hear | should look down the road as far as possible. Is this correct? When I try, it makes me
nervous about missing potholes or hazards ahead of me.

A You definitely need to know whatodéds happenin:
environment has a few more aspects to it, inclu.
as what os behind you. First, you-sdnofallbwdngbe i n

distance, while assessing &dcond immediate path and asétond anticipated path.

To maintain a Zecond following distancenecessary to ensure you have enough time to react if the
vehicle in front of you stops sudderilypick out a fixed point ahead, like a signpost or pavement marking.
As the vehicle ahead pas smetdrcytldore, tiomotoecycletow g ;e ti, f ct
fixed point has not been reached, following distance is at least 2 seconds. Use a longer following distance
as roadway, traffic or weather conditions dicta:’
and time to react.

Next, scan a4econd immediate path. Anything within 4 seconds of your path is considered immediate
because a quick response is required if something goes wrong. Four seconds provided time and space to
swerve or brake for hazards or something entering your path.

A 12-second anticipated path means to look ahead and assess an area it would take that long to reach.
provided time to prepare for a situation (traffic jam, etc.) before it becomes immediate.

With the constant scanning ofthen¢éasf ar ar eas, never fixate on one
your path before youbére |literally on top of the
front of your front tire, nor do you need to fix your gaze far in the distance in order to detect the variety of
potential hazards that await you.

Safe riding requires you to maintain a complete-8éQree picture of your surroundings. Focus on your
path ahead, as described, and occasionally glance to the sides to detect if vehicles are pulling out from
driveways or side streets, and glance at yourveay mirrors to see if any vehicles are bearing down on
you from behind. Maintaining this picture minimizes the need to rely on your emergency maneuvering
skills. In that way, riding a motorcycle is more a skill of the eyes and mind than of the hands and feet.

As always safety gear need to be worn to assure a good result in an accident.

This article was taken from the October issue of American Motorcyclist.
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1 3. Breakfast - Lunch - Dinn $

Breakfast Served Anytimel

. 696 E. Pershing Rd.
Decatur, iL.

m!f}mwl A Owner

MIKE DENNY
F

T:309-925-5191

"r . 74] /A :
('/7'7 E: sales@gdtrikes.com

www.G DTRIKES.com

200 S. Baer Rd.
Tremont, IL 61568

S 718 0ld Route 66 North
Store Hours Litchfiekd, I, 62036

Mon - Fri 9 am - 6 pm {/‘Ll
Sat 9 am - 4 pm k""i:
1-800-373-6565

www.nichauscycle.com  info@niehauscycle.com

HONDA

Jim’s Cycle Shop

New and Used Motorcycles, Scooters and ATV's
Parts and Repair All Models
We Buy - Sell and Trade )

339 W. Green Street
Decatur, lllinois 62522

(217) 422-7892

SUPERS TORE‘

www.worldofpowersports.com

& suzuKki

! POLARIS B Kema

‘ ARCTIC AT [VAMAHA [ ———
Triumph, Cannondale & Bombardier

‘ 2835 N. 22nd » Decatur, IL 62528

Tel: (217) 423-6521
Dane Lawhorn
Parts Manager
email: parts @worldolpowersports.com
The Largest Selection of New & Used Motoreycles, Scooters, ATVs & Watercraft in the area!

Order Fax:é&BB) 291-7278
hitp:/iwww. worldofpowersports.com
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Taste How Much We Care 324 Nort: WooDrorD 4

Phone: 217-875-5744
2994 N. Water St.

Ph. 217-875-2900

4850 E. Aldi Dr.
Ph. 217-864-9600

L

Liquid Carnauba Wax Products

Bill Hinds RN * 217-585-9421
5301 Collins Way 217-720-2288
Springfield, IL 62703 autoproshine@hotmail.com

Larry & Sondra Wooley

REFRESHMENT & |5 S
SERVICES PEPS| &
Bement Country Opry

Country Musi : :
MIKE GILSTRAP ry Music & Comedy Every Friday Night @ 8 p.m.
ON PREMISE MANAGER

2li2 N. Brush College Rd. - P.O. Box 3250

Decatur, IL 62524-3250 117 S. Macon (RT 105) For Reservations
217/429-5415 - Fax 217/429-3039 - 800/253-2919 Bement, IL 61813 (217) 8776499
€mail: Mike.gilstrap@rspepsi.com E-mail: www.bementcountryopry.com (217) 678-8343

! Auto Body
M yﬂl WM NICK S Repair & Service

Home of the $9¢ 4 wheel brake special.

- Nick Vanderlaan -
Andrew Overheul

Owner Auto Rentals & Sales = All Types Auto Repairing
1750 N. 21st. Street Suite E Complete Body & Paint Work
Decatur, IL 62526 Tire Sales/ Alignment & Balancing
| = - No Appointment Necessary. . £17/423-0808

2015 East Grand/Locust Street, Decatur, IL 62521




