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This month is a good time to talk about the proper tire maintenance and wear. We all know it
is about inflation, inflation and inflation. Under or oweflation can cause handling, steering, reduces
contact area, or internal damage to tires. Check the air pressure when the tires are cold, as part of your
T-CLOCK inspection and adjust it according to yo
label on the chain guard, frame or swing arm. There may be two sets of recommendations for tire pres
sure: one for solo riding and one for riding with a passenger and/or cargo. Do not exceed the maximum
inflation pressure listed on the tires sidewall. Check air pressure frequently and always check before
taking a trip or long ride.

Regularly inspect the tire tread depth to ensure that adequate tread remains. Tire has small wear
bars molded into the tread grooves. When the t
the wear bars become exposed and the tire should be replaced. Some manufacturers recommend replac-
ing the tire when there is 2/32 or 3/32 inches of tread remaining. Although it may look like there is suffi-
cient amount, it may not be enough to maintain traction in wet conditions. Deep groves in a tire help
channel water away from the contact patch, and worn tires are thinner and easier to puncture. For a quick

test insert a penny into a grove in the center
head.

Every time you ride, the tire goes through a
temperature and back again. Each successive heat cycle slowly hardens the tire. Similarly, as tires age,
chemical reactions cause the rubber to harden.

becomes less spongy and less able to interlock with the protrusions and pores in the road surface. Tires
can also absorb petrolednased fluids from the road, which can further deteriorate the rubber.

If you are storing your motorcycle fro more than a month, and it has a center stand, set the bike on
its center stand to raise the rear tire off the ground and use a block under the frame to lift the front tire
slightly off the ground. If there is no center stand, periodically roll the bike forward or backward a few
inches so the tires donét develop flat spots in

Tire date codes: 4510 means that the tire was produced in"theed& of 2010. This will be on
all motorcycle tires according to DOT standards. The sidewall will also have a code indicating the size,
plus a load index and a speed index. The first number is the nominal tread with, in millimeters. The se-
cond number is the aspect ratio (tire height to tread width) which is the percentage, so for the 160/60 the
tire height is 80 % of the tread with.

Next month | will have more data on tires which | hope will be helpful to the proper care of you
motorcycle and safe riding conditions. Remember the live you save may be your own.

Information contained in this article was from a collective knowledge of a number of motorcycle
tire manufactures and Motorcycle Industry Council staff.

Phil and Jan Billiter
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N /  Family Restaurant ’ Mon - Fri 9 am - 6 pm (?m
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"$"  For Carryout Orders [ﬁ‘? Sat 9 am - 4 pm \» \7

F7 pho27-812.7227 | - HONDA P YAMAHA

A ) U 1-800-373-6565

A / ::::::: s';urvno‘:: A:ylﬂ"; "\ o www.nichauscycle.com  info@niehauscycle.com
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1 A 2007 Honda CMRE&OkReH&IDO M8 |

159,15, Like new starter bike with
1999 Honda GL1500 SpeecSialveRr
AN Si |I-Sek# HOZX28585 mil es. Ni ce

y condition $8n 4s%99'e f or

2009 Honda GL180-CHRd®oBHa®Bk
HO36@M®MIly 3,377 miles!! Very
um Audio and Comfort Pkg (h
tion it has the following at
armrests and highway pegs,
and a tr a%l7er499.tch.
Welcometoour 2002 Honda/Lehman GL480 @/sWeo
Stk# HO26485, 954 miles!! Ve
NeWSponSOrS Wing EFX floorboards, Tri ke
fog lights, and a ®$2b6pbaodr
Ll L AN \
Full Line of Hannigan Trikes, Trailers & Sidecars
Ef;;ssitlgtaéfsﬂlkes D&G Fa“?l&'é‘?&k&l?éﬂiﬁ NI CK'S Auto Body
mrrovcaer L IRIKISS  CHARLE GREENE Repair & Service
) e - Nick Vanderlaan -
dotnikes-com Auto Rentals & Sales o All Types Auto Repairing
Trement liinos 61565 Bl angiikea@in com Complete Body & Paint Work
(Tammy's Gel: 309-636-4362) Tire Sales/ Alignment & Balancing
217/423-0808
2015 East Grand/Locust Street, Decatur, IL 62521
World of Powersports |

SUPERSTORE ;

www.worldofpowersports.com
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Triumph, Cannondale & Bombardjer

2635 N. 22nd » Decatur, IL 62526
Order Fax: (888) 291-7278
hitp://www.worldofpowersports.com

Tel: (217) 423-6521
Dane Lawhorn
Parts Manager
email: parts @worldoipowersports.com
The Largest Selection of New & Used Motorcycles, Scooters, ATVs & Watercraft in the areal
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“Invite Us To Your Next Flat”

WALKER TIRE

A Tire For Every Budget
COMPLETE ON THE FARM SERVICE
COMPLETE EXHAUST SYSTEM & CUSTOM WORK
ALIGNMENT « SHOCKS - BATTERIES

DAVID MAXWELL
(217) 935-8923
(217) 935-5626 FAX

400 ILLINI DRIVE
CLINTON, IL 61727
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Taste How Much We Care

2994 N. Water St.
Ph. 217-875-2900

4850 E. Aldi Dr.
Ph. 217-864-9600

5301 Collins Way
Springfield, IL 62703

oo
Liquid Carnauba Wax Products

Bill Hinds WWW.autoprosii i 217-585-9421

217-720-2288
autoproshine@hotmail.com

REFRESHMENT @&
SERVICES PEPSI @

MIKE GILSTRAP
ON PREMISE MANAGER

2li2 N. Brush College Rd. - P.O. Box 3250
Decatur, IL 62524-3250
217/429-54I5 - Fax 217/429-3039 - 800/253-2919
€Email: Mike.gilstrap@rspepsi.com

Larry & Sondra Wooley

Owners J : J'

Bement Country Opry

Country Music & Comedy Every Friday Night @ 8 p.m.

117 S. Macon (RT 105)
Bemept, IL 61813
E-mail: www.bementcountryopry.com

For Reservations
(217) 877-6499
(217) 678-8343
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